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ALANNA E. COOPER, PhD
Case Western Reserve University

Alanna.Cooper@case.edu

CURRENT POSITIONS
Director of Jewish Lifelong Learning, 6/2013 to present

Case Western Reserve University, Alvin and Laura Siegal Lifelong Learning Program
Adjunct Assistant Professor, 6/2013 to present
Case Western Reserve University, Department of Anthropology
EDUCATION


PhD
Boston University, Department of Anthropology 

Dissertation: Negotiating Identity: Bukharan Jews and Jewish Peoplehood
MA
Columbia University, Department of Anthropology
BA
Barnard College of Columbia University

Double major in architecture and anthropology 
PUBLICATIONS: BOOKS 
In progress 
Preserving and Disposing of the Sacred:  American Jewish Congregational Life
2013 
Bukharan Jews and the Dynamics of Global Judaism.  Indiana University Press, Series in Sephardi and Mizrahi Studies
· Shortlist: Central Eurasian Studies Society Book Award
· Reviewed in: AJS Review, American Ethnologist, Anthropological Quarterly, Central Asian Survey, Choice, H-Judaic, Jewish Book Council Review, Jewish Ideas Daily, Nationalities Papers, Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, Slavic Review, Times Literary Supplement

2001
Instructor Manual for Charles Lindholm’s Culture and Identity: History, Theory and Practice of Psychological Anthropology (McGraw Hill)
PUBLICATIONS: PEER-REVIEWED ARTICLES
In progress
“When a Neighborhood Falls off the Map: The Disappearance of Jewish Material Culture from Post-Soviet Central Asia” for submission to East European Jewish Affairs 

In progress 
“The Life and Death of a Memorial Plaque,” for special edited volume of Shofar, “What’s Jewish About Death” (eds. Tahneer Oksman, Laura Limonic)
2015

“Bukharan Jews” in Oxford Bibliographies Online, Oxford University Press
2015
«Ритуалы в состоянии перемен: сватовство и брак у бухарских евреев» in State, Religion and Church (special volume on post-Soviet Judaism) 2:3
2011
“Where have all the Jews Gone?: Mass Migration and Uzbekistan’s Independence” in The Divergence of Judaism and Islam: Interdependence, Modernity and Political Turmoil (ed. Michael Laskier and Yaakov Lev), University Press of Florida
2011
“Rituals of Mourning Among Central Asia’s Bukharan Jews: Remembering the Past and Addressing the Present” in Jewish Cultural Studies Vol. 3, Revisioning Ritual: Jewish Traditions in Transition (ed. Simon Bronner), Littman Library of Jewish Civilization
2010
“Diaspora, Bukharan Jews” in Encyclopedia of Jews in the Islamic World, (ed. Norman Stillman), Brill Publishers
2008

“Rituals in Flux: Courtship and Marriage Among Bukharan Jews” in


Bukharan Jews in the 20th Century: History, Experience and Narration (ed. Ingeborg Baldauf, Moshe Gammer), Wiesbaden: Reichert-Verlag. 
2006 
“Conceptualizing Diaspora: Tales of Jewish Travelers in Search of the Ten Lost Tribes” AJS Review, 30.1
2004
“Reconsidering the Tale of Yosef Maman and the Bukharan Jewish Diaspora” Jewish Social Studies, 10.2
2004
“India’s Jewish Geography as Described by Nineteenth-Century Traveler David D’Beth Hillel” Journal of Indo-Judaic Studies
2003

 “Emergence of Bukharan Jewish Identity” Irano-Judaica V  

2003
“Looking Out for One’s own Identity: Central Asian Jews in the Wake of Communism” in New Jewish Identities in Contemporary Europe.  (ed. Zvi Gitelman), Central European University Press
2002 
“Feasting, Memorializing, Praying and Remaining Jewish in the Soviet Union: The Case of the Bukharan Jews” in: Jewish Life After the USSR. (ed. Zvi Gitelman), Indiana University Press
2000 
“Song of Mourning for the Jewish Community of Samarkand” Passages: Journal of Transnational and Transcultural Studies, 2:2
1998
“Bukharan Jews in Post-Soviet Uzbekistan: A Case of Fractured Identity” Anthropology of East Europe Review, 16:2
PUBLICATIONS: REVIEW ESSAYS
2012
“A Murder in Queens” (Review of Iphigenia of Forest Hills, Janet Malcolm) Jewish Review of Books, Winter
2008
Review of Stains of Culture: An Ethno-Reading of Karaite Jewish Women (Ruth Tsoffar), AJS Review, 32:2
2007
“Remembering Home and Exile: Memoirs by Jews of Muslim Lands” AJS Perspectives, Spring
2006
“The ‘Forgotten Refugees’ Remembered in Film” Judaism, 55: 1-2
PUBLICATIONS: ESSAYS, POPULAR MEDIA
In Press
“Bridal Brows” in Jewish Bridal Customs Around the World (ed. Shulamit Reinharz and Barbara Vinick)
2018
Weekly essays on CWRU-Siegal blog, “Jewish Explorations,” includes:

· Philip Roth on aging, anxiety, sex and the holocaust

· What you might discover using a home genealogy test-kit

· Loss, love and life in stills

· Keeping up with the Jewish News

· Tashlich Ritual: Magic or Purge?

2018
“When an old synagogue  downsizes, what do you do with all its stuff” Jewish Telegraphic Agency, September 5

2018
“A Rust Belt synagogue ‘runs out of people’ and gathers to bury its past” Jewish Telegraphic Agency, January 4
2016
“Remembering Sound” AJS Perspectives, Spring

2014
“A Little Girl’s First Haircut” Lilith Magazine, Spring
2014
“Chayla on the Balcony,” invited entry on The Torch - JOFA blog
2013
“Muslim Couple Preserves Remnants of Jewish Life in Uzbekistan” The Jewish Daily Forward, December 27
2013
“Jews of Bukhara Helped me to Understand Personal History” The Jewish Daily Forward, May 10
2009
“In the Synagogue: Navigating between Halakha and Women’s Participation,” Conversations, Institute for Jewish Ideas and Ideals
EDITORIAL AND ADVISOR POSITIONS

2018
Advisor for “Israel: Then and Now” exhibition at the Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage, Cleveland, OH
2016 – 2018,

Member, Editorial Board AJS Perspectives
2006 – 2009



2015
Editor and advisor for exhibition of An-sky expedition photographs.  Roe Greene Gallery, Cleveland, OH
2011
Member, Editorial Board of The Divergence of Judaism and Islam: Interdependence, Modernity and Political Turmoil, University Press of Florida
TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Case Western Reserve University

Siegal Lifelong Learning Program, 6/2013 - present
· Remembering and Forgetting: Jewish Perspectives on Memory

· Our Communities, Our Stuff:  Jewish Material Culture

· Religious Knowledge, Authority and Gender: Changing Roles in Judaism

· Judaism Across the Globe: Ethnographic Explorations

· Jews of Muslim Lands: Leaving North Africa, the Middle East and Central Asia

· Jewish Travelers: Geographies of Diaspora
Boston University

Department of Religion, Visiting Assistant Professor, 2012
· Gender and Judaism

University of Massachusetts, Amherst
Department of Judaic and Near Eastern Studies 
Visiting Assistant Professor and Posen Fellow, 2003-2007
· Modern Israeli Society

· Jews of Muslim Lands
· World Jewish Cultures
· Jewish History: Medieval to the Present

Hebrew College, Newton, MA, 2001-2013

Me’ah Community Education Program
· Jews of Muslim Lands:  History and Culture

· Medieval Jewish History

· Modern Jewish History

· Jewish Text and Practice: Rites of Passage
Bar Ilan University, Israel


Adjunct Instructor, 1998
· Ethnic Expressions in Israel

Assaf Ha’Rofeh Hospital Nursing School
Adjunct Instructor, 1998

· Social Dimensions of Health and Illness
Boston University 
Metropolitan College, 1995-1997

· Introduction to Anthropology
Molloy College, NY
· Sociological Perspectives on the Family

· Introduction to Sociology
PUBLIC SCHOLAR: TEACHING AND PROGRAMMING
2016-18 
Tribe Talk:  New Jewish Conversations
Produced and hosted this informative and edgy monthly news talk show in partnership with the Cleveland Jewish News
2016-18 
Cleveland Jewish Arts and Culture Lab
Served as advisor and instructor for this eight-month program.  Provides artist fellowships and programming, which integrates traditional Jewish studies with the arts.  Themes included, “Outside/Inside: Exploring Boundaries” and “Remembering and Forgetting”

2015-18 
Jewish Lives Series
Created, organized and managed this CWRU-Siegal program, held each summer in conjunction with the Yale University Press Jewish Lives series.  Taught sessions on Franz Kafka, Barbra Streisand and Moses

2014
Contemporary Jewish Voices:  Jewish in America Today
Created, organized and moderated this public discussion series (Cleveland, OH) on topics related to the 2013 Pew Research Center Survey: A Portrait of Jewish Americans 
LANGUAGES:
Hebrew (fluency in reading, writing, speaking)





Russian (fair-good, reading and speaking)






Tajik (some)

FELLOWSHIPS, GRANTS AND AWARDS
2017

Writing Beyond the Academy Fellowship


Week-long summer seminar hosted by University of Michigan in conjunction with Association of Jewish Studies

2008-2009
Research Fellowship, Frankel Institute for Advanced Judaic Studies


University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI
2004-2007
Posen Fellowship in Cultural Judaism


University of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA

2006
Fellowship, Brandeis Summer Institute for Israel Studies

2002-2004
Research Fellowship, Harvard University

Center for Study of World Religion
2002 

Morris Ginsberg Fellowship, Hebrew University (offer declined)



1990-1999

· Inter-University Fellowship Program in Jewish Studies

· United States National Security Education Program Fellowship (for study in Uzbekistan, and Tajik language study)
· Lady Davis Graduate Fellowship, Hebrew University, Jerusalem

· Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture Doctoral Fellowship

· Outstanding Teaching Fellow Award, Boston University

· Sino-Judaic Foundation Research Award

· Presidential University Fellow, Boston University

· President’s Fellowship, Columbia University

· Graduated from Barnard College cum laude and with honors from the anthropology department
ADMINISTRATIVE LEADERSHIP  

Director, Jewish Lifelong Learning 2013-present

Case Western Reserve University, Siegal Lifelong Learning Program
Direct the Jewish Studies division of this robust community program, which serves as the public education arm of Case Western Reserve University.  In 2017-2018, Jewish Studies events drew over 5,000 attendees (a 25% growth each year under my directorship).  Oversee budget and development, recruit instructors, manage marketing and administrative assistance, develop and execute strategic plan, cultivate and maintain relationships with key stakeholders in the university and Jewish community.  In addition, I am actively engaged in teaching, lecturing and serving as the division’s public face.
Director of Adult Education, 2010-2012


Jewish Federation of the North Shore, Salem, MA
Created and managed three community learning programs.  Oversaw budgeting, hiring and all marketing and communications related to these programs.
Marketing and Communications Associate, 2000-2001


Joint Distribution Committee, International Relations Division, Jerusalem

Wrote project-reports for agency partners and donors.  Produced marketing materials for foundations and Jewish Federations.  Developed web-content and wrote grant proposals.

Project Manager, Spring 1999


Needs Assessment Study of Bukharan Jewish Immigrant Population, Queens, NY


Worked under the auspices of the United Jewish Appeal Federation, Metropolitan Council on Jewish Poverty, New York Jewish Community Relations Council and Ukeles Associates, Inc. to analyze the communal needs of this immigrant group in Queens, NY, which numbers approximately 30,000.  Designed research study, collected data, wrote reports and presented them to funding agencies and Jewish community leaders.

INVITED LECTURES
2018 
“Why Bukharan Jewish History Matters,” Queens College of the City University of NY
2018
“Jewish Brides, Grooms, Merchants, and Craftsmen in Central Asia,” The George Washington Museum and The Textile Museum

2017 
“Experiencing Judaica in Art Museums,” plenary panel of the Council of American Jewish Museums Conference
2017
“Global Judaism: An Anthropologist’s Perspective,” Scholar-in-Residence at Congregation Beth Israel Ner Tamid, Glendale, WI

2014
“Transnational Judaism: Religion in Local and Global Perspectives,” Cornell University, Department of Anthropology

2012
“Marriage and Mourning at the Edge of the Jewish World,” Religions of the Silk Route Series, UCLA, Asia Institute

2010
“Central Asia’s Bukharan Jews – On the Margins of the Jewish World,” Harvard University, Jewish Faculty Club

2009
“Rituals of Childbirth: Jewish Women Across Cultures,” presented at the Jewish Women’s Day of Learning, sponsored by Jewish Federation of Ann Arbor, MI

2007
“Culture, Diaspora, Gender: Whither Jewish Studies,” Felix Posen Distinguished Lecture in Secular Judaism, University of Massachusetts, Department of Judaic and Near Eastern Studies
2006
“Negotiating Religious Authority at the Margins of the Jewish World: A Nail in a Cow’s Tongue and Other Religious Quandaries in nineteenth-century Bukhara,” Union College
2005
“Bukharan Jews: A Cosmopolitan and Parochial Central Asian Community,” College of Jewish Studies, series on “Exotic Jewish Communities”
CONFERENCE PAPERS AND PANELS
2017
“Holocaust Torah Scrolls as Repositories of Short Term Memory,” presented at the Association of Jewish Studies meeting
2016 
“When A Neighborhood Falls off the Map: Disappearance of Jewish Material Culture in Post-Soviet Central Asia.” Presented at Jewish Cultural Heritage Conference held in Warsaw at POLIN, the Museum of Polish Jewish History
2016 
Organized Panel “De-Cluttering: Making Room for Jewish Life in the 21st Century,” for the Association of Jewish Studies meeting. Presented, “De-Accessioning Congregational Property: Synagogue Buildings in Twenty-First Century America”
2014
Organized panel, “Transnational Judaism: Religion in Local and Global Perspectives” for the Association of Jewish Studies meeting.  Presented “Ethnographic Approaches to Studying Jews:  Local and Trans-Local Perspectives”

2014
“Transnational Judaism,” presented at Religion on the Global Stage Conference, Indiana University, Department of Religious Studies
2013
“Authenticity and Identity: The Scholar and the Self,” paper presented at the American Anthropological Association meeting on panel, “Charisma, Authenticity, Emotion and the Future:  Papers in Honor of Charles Lindholm”
2012
“Photographing Jewish Life in Muslim Central Asia, 1870,” presented at the Association of Jewish Studies meeting
2011 
“Language of Bukharan Jews: Inventing and Preserving Identity Far From Home,” Conference on Contemporary Russian-Speaking Jewish Diaspora.  Davis Center, Harvard University
2008 Organized panel “Jewish and Muslim Neighbors: Narratives of the Past,” for the American Anthropological Association meeting.  Presented paper, “Narratives of Leaving: Jewish Migration from Muslim Lands”

2008
“Mizrahi Jews as Women?: What Gender Studies can Teach us about Jews of the Middle East, North Africa and Central Asia,” presented at Association of Jewish Studies meeting
2006
“Where Have all the Jews Gone?: Jewish-Muslim Relations, Mass Migration and Uzbek Independence,” presented at Conference on Jewish-Muslim Relations, Bar Ilan University
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